
18     |     FORBES INDONESIA    OCTOBER 2015

young woman who recently rejoined our firm after com-
pleting her masters degree also at Oxford, I am reminded 
daily of the Indonesian youth’s awesomeness in their insa-
tiable desire to build Indonesia to its rightful greatness.  

To its credit, the government (via LPDP), some state 
owned firms and private sector institutions have collec-
tively helped develop Indonesia’s youth via scholarships 
to the world’s top universities, giving them new skills and 
knowledge to develop the country. These future leaders 
have global perspectives and understand Indonesia must 
thrive in a global economy, and that Indonesia’s actions 
and inactions a!ect the growth of the country, the region 
and beyond. Our challenge is to nurture them into leaders, 
enable them to implement their ideas and innovations, and 
ultimately provide them with opportunities to shine.  

To paraphrase a famous proclamation of Soekarno: 
“Thousand old men can only dream, but a young man [and 
no doubt a young woman] is able to change the world.” 
I am more convinced today than 10 years ago that Indo-
nesia’s future is in safe hands: enlightened youth, well 
trained and highly educated, who when given the op-
portunity have acted beyond their age and always put the 
growth of the nation before anything else. For that I am 
convinced that Soekarno was right. In Youth We Trust! F

In Youth We Trust

In celebrating the fifth anniversary of Forbes 
Indonesia, for most of which I have been writ-
ing this column, I have always written on the 

subject of infrastructure but not today. Today, 
amidst the historic rupiah devaluation, amidst 
the prevailing economic uncertainties and the 
gallant government e!orts to foster growth, I 
would like instead to focus on the future and cel-
ebrate the country’s youth, who are in my mind 
our saviors.

Ten years ago I hired a 21-year-old man who 
was in the midst of his PhD in development eco-
nomics at a Japanese university, who went on to 
receive his PhD at the age 22, setting a record for 
the youngest PhD holder at the university that 
still stands today. He rapidly became one of our directors, 
then joined a government agency and is today running for 
elections to become the youngest bupati of his hometown 
in East Java.

Five years ago, I recall a 23-year-old woman at one of 
the world’s most prominent strategic advisory firms look-
ing to join us when we were a fledgling firm. When asked 
why she wanted to join a boutique firm, she said: “I want 
to help build my country and infrastructure development 
is key.” She is today our youngest director leading some 
prominent assignments. She epitomizes the caliber of 
young men and women who will help build this nation.

I see the greatness of Indonesian youth everyday. From 
a young man who is an Internet entrepreneur, political 
strategist, published author, polo player and who recently 
went to pursue his second masters degree at Oxford; to 
a young woman who holds both a bachelors and masters 
from ITB, who shows me what hard work is all about; to a 

I see the greatness of
Indonesian youth everyday.
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